
 

 

Job announcement ref. #02-22001 

The Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung (SGN) was founded in 1817 and is one of 
the most important research institutions in the field of biodiversity. At its eleven locations 
throughout Germany, scientists from over 40 nations conduct cutting-edge research on an 
international scale. Senckenberg am Meer in the port city of Wilhelmshaven is the 
northernmost institute of the society. It cooperates with important research institutions in 
German marine research as well as colleges and universities. Located directly on the North 
Sea, the Wilhelmshaven site also offers local recreation in unspoilt nature as well as a wide 
range of cultural activities. 
 
The Institute Senckenberg am Meer, Wilhelmshaven, invites applications for a PhD 
position in the ERA RESTORESEAS Project for a  
 

PhD position (m/f/d) 
Present and past biodiversity characterization of  

selected marine biomes using eDNA 
 

The project is embedded within an international ERA-JPI-Water project focusing on marine 
forests of animals, plants and algae: nature-based tools to protect and restore biodiversity. E-
DNA (including sedaDNA) samples, collected with focus on marine biomes off Mauritania 
(seagrass meadows, deep-water coral mounds), will be analyzed on present and past 
biodiversity shifts.  
The Mauritanian Upwelling zone – known for its high biological productivity – is characterized 
by oxygen-depleted and nutrient-rich water masses, environmental factors predestined for 
successful sedimentary e-DNA analyses. E-DNA metabarcoding studies profit from and 
contribute to the ongoing efforts of establishing a comprehensive DNA-library of Mauritanian 
marine life – a valuable tool for (future) conservation efforts. 
 
 
Your profile: 
 

 M.Sc. in bio- or geosciences 
 Expertise in taxonomy and genetic methods  
 Interest in field-based ecology and affinity to advanced computational tools 
 Team work capabilities in a multidisciplinary team 
 Fluency in English and German (written and spoken), French or Arabic is also highly 

welcomed 
 Willingness to participate on offshore cruises and field trips to Mauritania is essential 

 
 
Salary and benefits are according to a part time public service position in Germany                        
(TV-H E13, 65 %). The position is a 3-year fixed-term post, starting as soon as possible, 
ideally on April 1st, 2022. 
 
The place of employment is at the site Senckenberg am Meer in Wilhelmshaven.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
The Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung supports equal opportunity of men and 
women and therefore strongly invites women to apply. Equally qualified handicapped 
applicants will be given preference. The place of employment will be Wilhelmshaven, 
Germany. The employer is the Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung. 
 
 
How to apply: 
 
Please send your application, mentioning the reference of this job announcement (ref. #02-
22001) before March 13, 2022 by e-mail (attachment in a single pdf document) and include a 
letter outlining your suitability for the post, a detailed CV, your complete academic grades, 
transcripts, credentials and characters and contact details of 2 references:  
 
Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung 
Senckenberganlage 25 
60325 Frankfurt am Main 
 
E-Mail: recruiting@senckenberg.de 
 
 
For scientific enquiries please get in contact with Prof. Dr. André Freiwald via e-mail 
andre.freiwald@senckenberg.de 
 


